Formal Critical Review
Write as if you have no clue about whose artwork it is you are looking at in the first 2 paragraphs.
1. Description:  Elements of Art---Just The Facts—after each sentence use a “,” and tell the reader where it is happening. Do not use any possessive or first person grammar in this paragraph.
a. Line

(contour line to begin the piece, meandering line, ruled line, hatching?)
b. Shape  

(what are the shapes, meaning the objects/subject matter is what?)               

c. Color

(utilization of Monochromatic or Analogous or Complimentary schemes, 
d. Texture
(line techniques used on top of the flat shape for visual texture)
e. Value

(ex. Using Flat shape throughout each area, washing, 
f. Space

(negative/positive space)
       One transitional sentence linking an Element and a Principle
2.   Analysis:    Principles of Design---Just the Facts—No first person, possessive thoughts.
                  a.   Unity

(the objects within the composition and how they work together)
                  b.   Balance
(is the piece visually balanced, ratio of FG, MG, BG. Also + & - space)

      c.   Rhythm
(pace at which your eye moves around the piece)
                  d.   Emphasis        (is there a specific point of reference, something that stands out)   

                  e.   Movement
(direction at which your eye moves around the page)
      f.    Pattern

(are there any aspects of the piece that repeat themselves or aspects of how the 
imagery is drawn that is utilized over and over)
                  g.   Proportion
(talk about size relationship within the composition)
        One transitional sentence linking a Principle with a sub-component of Interpretation
        3.   Interpretation:   Answer the question, “What is the artist trying to convey or say?”—This is where you 

get to use I or My. When you make a statement follow it with reason or rationale.
                  a.    Mood or Feeling of the piece 
(what vibe the work emit?)
                  b.    Metaphors
(without using “like” or “as”) 


Ex. The cotton ball nature of the clouds gives the impression of whipped cream in the blue sky.

Ex. The stack of crumpled soda cans resemble the piles of a salvage yard.
                  c.    Theory  
(Facts & Ideas)  (I believe the artist was trying to….
)   

                  d.    Defend the Theory
(and this is why I believe the artist was….)
        One transitional sentence linking a sub-component of Interpretation with a sub-component of Judgment
         4.   Judgment:    Does the piece work?

                  a.    Design

(Is the design of the work original-where did the concept come from)
                  b.    Craftsmanship
(How does the piece look, is the paper ripped, folded, is the piece clean?)
                  c.    Originality             
(Is the piece completely original?)
                  e.    Comparison

(Comparing your work to another piece and aspects that are different)
      f.    Historical importance or influence (what has influenced your work, another artist, some work 

you have seen, others in class, experimentation, what you were told to do?)
